
Office of the Principal Scientific 
Adviser to the Government of India 

India in Focus
Event Report: The First Centre–State Science 
Conclave

“Science is like that energy in the development of 21st century 
India, which has the potential to accelerate the development of 
every region and every state. At a time when India is on the verge 
of leading the fourth industrial revolution, the role of India’s 
science and people associated with this field is very important. In 
such a situation, the responsibility of the policy-makers and those 
of us who are associated with governance and administration 
increases,” said Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, while 
virtually inaugurating the Centre–State Science and Technology 
Conclave held at Vigyan Bhavan, Science City, Ahmedabad, on  
10th and 11th September 2022. 

—Neena Ratnakaran
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The Centre–State Science Conclave, the first of 
its kind, was held at Science City in Ahmedabad, 

Gujarat, on 10th and 11th of September

A demonstration of the RPOW project at work in the 
Chandrapur Block of the Rayagada District of Odisha

India accounts for about 17% of the world’s population, 
and harbours only 4% of global freshwater resources. 
This signifies great potential for a shortage of water, 
and a desperate need to improve freshwater 
availability. However, in India, water bodies are an 
integral part of almost every district. They are meant to 
be the key source of water for the local ecosystem and 
the underground water table. For instance, the 
Chandrapur Block of the Rayagada District of Odisha is 
endowed with diverse and distinctive traditional 
waterbodies such as ponds, tanks, (bandha and pokhari 
in Odia), etc. Every water body plays a massive role in 
maintaining and restoring the ecological balance by 
providing drinking water and livelihood opportunities, 
along with recharging the groundwater and controlling 
floods in the region.

‘Restore Promise of Water (RPOW)’:  
A Brief Report on BCKIC’s Work in the 
Chandrapur Block of Rayagada District 
in Odisha
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Science and Technology Clusters

—Dr. Prashant Singh and Sudhir Kumar Jha

The Research and Innovation Circle of Hyderabad (RICH) 
was launched in 2017 by the Telangana government as 
a ‘one-of-a-kind initiative’, with the goal of mining 
innovations from research labs and bringing them to 
market. “We called it ‘unlocking the national treasure’,” 
said Rashmi Pimpale, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
RICH. Registered as a Section 8 Company under the 
Companies Act of 2013, RICH is one of the first Science 
and Technology (S&T) clusters envisioned by the office 
of the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the 
Government of India. RICH acts as a facilitator to foster 
greater collaboration between the different entities that 
operate in the research, innovation, and 
commercialisation space. 

A dialogue with Rashmi Pimpale,  
Chief Executive Officer, Research 
and Innovation Circle of Hyderabad
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In Conversation

Ms. Rashmi Pimpale, CEO, RICH in her office

—Madhura Panse

Dr. Kalaiselvi taking over charge as the  
Director General of CSIR

The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) is  
a contemporary research and development (R&D) 
organisation that strives to achieve socioeconomic 
transformation by promoting industrial and 
technological advancements across diverse fields of 
science—from geophysics, pharmaceuticals, biology, 
and nanotechnology to aeronautics, environmental 
engineering, and information technology. As CSIR 
embarks on a journey to accomplish India’s vision for 
2047, it will be led by Dr. N. Kalaiselvi, an electrochemical 
researcher by training and the first woman to serve as 
the Director General (DG) of the organisation.

Waves of Change and New Frontiers: 
An Interview with Dr. N. Kalaiselvi, 
CSIR’s First Woman Chief
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Industry–Academia Engagement

—Written by Zeba Khatri | Edited by Dr. Siuli Mitra

SSF Fellows and guests at the closing ceremony 
of the Swachhta Saarthi Samaroh 2022 

Waste management is a major cause of concern in India, 
owing to the failure of local authorities in managing high 
quantities of waste, especially in urban areas. 
Approximately 50 million metric tonnes of municipal 
solid waste is generated in India each year, with urban 
cities generating between 1,30,000 to 1,50,000 metric 
tonnes every day. The Waste to Wealth Mission is one of 
the many initiatives by the Government of India which 
aims to address waste management concerns in the 
country. 

Recognising the Swachhta Saarthi 
Fellows’ Contribution to Waste 
Management in India

Read More

PM-STIAC Initiatives

—Anvi Mehta and Krittika Sengupta
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