Cabinet approves MoUs signed between ICMR and respective organisations in Germany,
the USA and the UK
Source: Press Information Bureau (pib.gov.in)

In accordance with Rule 7(d)(i) of the Second Schedule of Government of India (Transaction
of Business) rules 1961, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
approved Memorandum of Understandings (MoU) signed between the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and respective organisations in Germany, the United States of
America (USA) and the United Kingdom (UK).

Objectives of the MoU signed between ICMR and Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
e.V. (DFG), Germany in December 2021:
Cooperation in the field of medical sciences/health research in areas including Toxicology,
Neglected (Tropical) disease, rare diseases and any other areas of mutual interest. The
cooperation in scientific research and technological development includes the joint funding
of scientific research projects as well as the exchange of researchers, funding of joint
seminars, symposia and workshops which would be of high scientific standard and beneficial
to the advancement of science, significant from a scientific point of view.

Objectives of the MoU signed between ICMR and the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institute of Health of Department of Health and
Human Services, USA, in September 2021:
Cooperation shall be undertaken primarily in Chennai, India at the National Institute for
Research on Tuberculosis (NIRT) of ICMR in the scientific area, including but not limited
to, basic, translational and applied innovative research, epidemiology, medicine, molecular
biology, medical entomology, parasitology, immunology, medicine, microbiology and
virology, with a focus on techniques for prevention, diagnosis and treatment of tropical
infectious and allergic diseases.
Focus on collaboration includes tuberculosis, parasitic infections, HIV/AIDS, Allergic
diseases, immune system diseases, other emerging and re-emerging pathogens, and other
diseases of shared scientific interest.
Financial Implications:
The U.S. Government and the Government of the Republic of India may provide funding
support for activities under this MoU depending on the availability of resources. The Parties
may seek additional funding and active participation from governmental, non-governmental,
private sector, foundation, and other sources, as necessary and consistent with usual and
customary practice, to support individual projects. The Parties may expend funds based on
the individual, approved budgets of jointly approved, collaborative research projects and
related activities.

All activities pursuant to this MoU shall be conducted in accordance with applicable laws,
regulations, procedures, policies, and guidelines prevailing in the countries of respective
Parties and shall be subject to the availability of personnel, resources, and appropriated funds.
More: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1804288
Objectives of the MoU signed between ICMR and the Oxford University, the UK in
November 2021:
The Objectives under the MoU are Capacity building for Indian scientists and researchers,
Collection of data compliant with international standards and regulatory requirements,
Development of India towards becoming a regional hub for capacity development using its
own funds and following the principles of equity and sovereignty, jointly raise and pool funds
with time-bound hosting of IDDO secretariat towards achieving the outcomes at ICMR, and
building partnership in and beyond data and skill-sharing with equity and transparency.
Both the parties have agreed to exchange and share ideas on three vector-borne diseases in
the elimination phase (malaria, visceral leishmaniasis, filariasis) & emerging infections,
Support and develop best practices for data management, data documentation, data sharing
and the development of equitable governance frameworks, explore opportunities for
collaboration on research programs and to develop a three-year work plan on capacity
strengthening, exchange of research fellows, training on data management and statistical
analysis.
Financial Implications:
The Parties shall each bear their own costs in relation to the collaboration envisaged by this
MOU. If the Parties subsequently secure funding for an element of the activities envisaged
by this MOU, and part of that funding is intended to be passed to the other Party, an Additional
Agreement will be executed to govern the activity in question.

